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MR. CASTORINA: We're at Engine 278. 

I'm Ron Castorina, conducting an interview. 

Your name, Tom? 

MR. MCCOURT: Tom McCourt. 

CAPTAIN HENRICKSEN: Captain John 

Henricksen. 

MR. CASTORINA: Where are you assigned? 

CAPTAIN HENRICKSEN: I'm assigned to 

Engine 278. 

Q. Can you tell me on September 11th, 
2001, that day what your assignment was and the 
details? 

A. Yes, on that morning at 9:10 we were 
assigned to report to the staging area at the 
Brooklyn Tunnel, on the Brooklyn side of the 
Brooklyn Tunnel. We were over there having 
responded to that location and then we waited for 
assignment over there. 

AS we were sitting there waiting for 
assignment, we observed the first tower collapse. 
At that time we had just previous to that sent 
one unit through the tunnel, and we were going to 
be the next unit to go through. As the first 


unit went through, they gave an urgent and no 
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units could go through the tunnel at that time. 


Q Do you know what that unit was? 
A I believe it was 228. 

Q. 228? 

A Yeah. 


So from there since we could no longer 
go through the tunnel, we were redirected to go 
over the Brooklyn Bridge. Then from the Brooklyn 
Bridge we were directed into Manhattan. We went 
to the staging area which was located on West 
Street opposite the Stuyvesant High School. I 
don't know what street that is, but that's where 
we went to. 

I don't know at what point the second 
tower came down. I do believe we were in 
Manhattan at that time, but we were nowhere near 
the Trade Center. 

Q. Who directed you to go to the staging 
area; do you remember? 

A. That I don't recall. It was two 
battalions that were on the same ticket as us, 
and that's what was giving us the orders. I 
can't recall at the time that it was. 


Q. So how close did you get to the 
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incident and at what point did you get there? 

A. We didn't get into the incident until 
after the second tower had collapsed. Then from 
there we were directed to the Millennium Hotel. 
We were in the Millennium for a cautionary line 
because they were afraid of the fire extending to 
that building. 

Then at one point they chased us out of 
there for fear of collapse of a building; I 
believe it was Seven World Trade. So they got us 
out of there because they didn't Know which way 
that building was going to collapse. 

When Seven World Trade did collapse, we 
were in the Woolworth Building. You couldn't 
even see. It was unbelievable. You couldn't 
even see your hand in front of your face. That's 
how much dust and debris was flying around. 

Q. At any point were you or any of your 
guys or operation personnel injured? 

A. No, no. 

Q. You don't remember what corner you were 
on on West Street? You don't remember the 
location? Was it by Stuyvesant? 


A. It was by Stuyvesant. 
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Q. Would the map help you, or you just 
don't remember? 

A. I don't remember what street Stuyvesant 
High School is on. Do you know where Stuyvesant 
High School is? 

We were standing on I guess the north 
side of West Street, opposite Stuyvesant High 
School. 

Q. Were there still civilians being 
evacuated from the area while you were there or 
they weren't going near your location? 

A. They weren't going near our location, 
but you could see them all being evacuated over 
the Brooklyn Bridge. There was no traffic 
whatsoever coming over the Brooklyn Bridge other 
than civilians who had taken over the whole 
bridge. The walkways and the road ways in both 
directions were just civilians pouring over. 

Q. How were they acting? Orderly or was 
it panicky? 

A. Yes, surprisingly it was pretty 
orderly. You could see they were involved in the 
collapse because they came completely covered 


with debris, you know, white all over them. It 
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was a Sight to see. 

Q. Is there anything else you recall or 
you want to add? 

A. No, there's nothing I can think of. 

Q. So you were just about there right 
after the second collapse? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Okay. Thank you, Captain. 

A. I wish I could tell you more. 

MR. CASTORINA: The time is 1305. This 
concludes the interview. The interview 


started at 1300 hours. 


